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In the present paper a new Aloe is described from the hilly midlands 
of Natal. 

Aloe dominella Reynolds. Species nova, 4. Woollianae Pole Evans 
affinis, sed floribus parvis luteis 18 mm. longis facile distinguitur. Planta 
succulenta, usque ad 50 caulibus. Folia circiter 20, multifaria, anguste 
linearia, erecto-patentia, circiter 35 cm. longa, 10 mm. lata, supra 
planiuseula, subtus convexa, ad margines e basi denticulis crebris car- 
tilagineis ciliata. Inflorescentia simplex, capitata, 35 cm. lata. Racemus 
dense capitatus, circiter 4 cm. longus, 8 cm. diam., circiter 20 floribus. 
Bracteae usque ad 15 mm. longae, 3 mm. latae, anguste ovato-acuminatae. 
Pedicelli usque ad 20 mm. longi. Perigonium luteum, cylindrico- 
trigonum, 18 mm. longum. Segmenta exteriora et interiora libera. 
Filamenta complanata. Antherae per 3—4 mm. exsertae. Stigma 
demum 7 mm. exserta. Ovarium 4 mm. longum, 2 mm. diam. 

Hab. Natal. Hills between Estcourt and Mooi River; cultivated 
plant fl. 10 Feb. 1938 in Johannesburg, Reynolds 2094! (type) in National 
Herbarium Pretoria. (Plate 30.) 

This new Aloe is described from a plant which was collected by 
Mr. F. W. Reitz, Pretoria, and which flowered in my collection in Johan- 
nesburg in February 1938. Mr. Reitz collected plants in the hills about 
14 miles south-east of Estcourt on the road to Mooi River, Natal; plants 
were in fruit in March 1937, while one large specimen collected and sub- 
sequently grown by Mr. Reitz in Pretoria had over 50 tufted stems up 
to 15 cm. long. 
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Mr. J. F. de Wet, Vryheid, has also kindly sent plants to me which 
he collected on the farm “ Northcote,” about 14 miles south-east of 
Estcourt, alt. 4,000 ft. Mr. Basil Christian, “ Ewanrigg," Arcturus, 
S. Rhodesia, has sent à plant to me from Elandslaagte (betwen Lady- 
smith and Dundee) while Mr. B. Nicholson, C.M.G., C.B.E., Mbabane, 
Swaziland, has also kindly donated plants from this locality, and writes 
concerning them “ The plants sent came from Miss Quested's farm at 
Elandslaagte, on the hill near the station where the battle was fought; 
they have small yellow flowers in April.” These plants appear to be 
conspecific but I have not seen flowers. 

A. dominella closely resembles A. Woolliana Pole Evans in general 
habit of growth, tufted stems, size of rosettes and leaves, but differs in 
the size and colour of flowers and the flowering period. A. Woolliana 
usually flowers in August—September, and has red flowers up to 35—40 
mm. long, whereas A. dominella flowers in February and bears small 
yellow flowers only 18 mm. long. 

Other near allies are A. chortolirioides Berger and A. Boastii Letty. 
The former differs from A. dominella with smaller rosettes, narrower 
leaves, and red flowers averaging 30 mm. in length. It might be recorded 
here that Berger was mistaken in placing his A. chortolirioides under 
* Raceme lax and elongate ” in his key to the Section Leptoaloe,—vide 
Das Pflanzenreich, Liliac.-Asphodel.-Aloin. (1908) p. 165. Along the 
Saddleback Range near Barberton (type locality) and in cultivation, I 
have never seen any plant with racemes other than capitate. 

As regards A. Boastii, due to the kindness of Mr. B. Nicholson I 
was recently able to study plants of this species from near Forbes Reef, 
Swaziland (type locality), and to compare them with typical A. chor- 
tolirioides from the Saddleback, Barberton. The result of this investi- 
gation left no doubt in my mind that A. Boastzi is only a yellow flowered 
form of A. chortolirioides meriting not more than varietal rank. 

Another species to be considered, and one about which very little is 
known in South Africa, is A. linearifolia Berger. This species was 
described by Berger (in Engl. Jahrb. LVII, 640, 1922) with, inter alia, 
* leaves few, about 6, subdistichous, linear, not keeled, with narrow 
cartilaginous toothless margin . . . perianth yellow, 12—14 mm. long 
. . ." Berger cites “ Fairfield, Moyeni, fl. 19 March 1912." The locality 
has remained in doubt until after much investigation Rev. F. J. Gerstner 
kindly informed me that the farms Fairfield and Moyeni adjoin each 
other, and are situated near Dumisa on the Umzinto—Ixopo narrow 
gauge line, South Natal. 

I have not seen plants from this locality, consequently this species 
is known to me only from the published description. The 14 mm. long 


aA New Aloe from Natal. 


‘a8uis uorjeurod-3sod o} puq uroip [/] SMO ^g OIA ‘xoudde $ x eurmoew cz ond 
'"xoadde $ ox ‘Banqsouueyop 
W uopzes saogjne ayy ur ggg [. *&xenaqa,p OL 'p ‘TRON ANI IOO pue qaoojsg waamjoq S Woy pejd I "DI 
"sppou&oqp *ngpuwneop 20 F "9g Wd 
"ECOL EOLA T DIA 


A New Aloe from Natal. 103 


yellow flowers suggest a close relationship with A. dominella, but with 
“leaves about 6, sub-distichous . . . toothless cartilaginous margin ” 
A. linearifolia certainly appears to differ considerably from the plant 
now described which has tufted stems, 20 leaves, multifarious and 
margins distinctly ciliate with 1—1 mm. long firm white teeth. 

Description ; Plant succulent with up to 50 stems in tufts, the stems 
up to 15 em. long, covered with the dry remains of old leaf bases. Leaves 
about 20, multifarious, narrowly linear-attenuate, erectly spreading, 
about 35 em. long, 10 mm. wide low down, the sheathing articulate part 
enlarging to about 25 mm. wide ; upper surface flat to sub-canaliculate, 
not spotted; lower surface convex, with numerous small white spots 
near base; both surfaces dull green; margins with a very narrow 
cartilaginous white edge armed with firm white teeth 1—1 mm. long, 
2—5 mm. distant, usually larger near base smaller upwards. Inflorescence 
capitate, simple, about 35 cm. long.  Peduncle flattened low down, 
brownish, clothed from about the middle upwards with several ovate- 
acuminate scarious brownish sterile bracts up to 20 mm. long, 10 mm. 
broad, about 5-nerved. Raceme capitate, about 4 cm. long, 8 cm. 
diam., about 20 flowered. Bracts lowest up to 15 mm. long, 3 mm. wide, 
narrowly ovate-acuminate, thin scarious brownish, 3—5 nerved.  Pedi- 
cels green, lowest up to 20 mm. long. Perianth yellow, 18 mm. long, 
cylindrie-trigonous slightly clavate, very shortly stipitate at base. 
Outer segments free to base, with 3 greenish nerves confluent at apex, 
the apices slightly spreading. Inner segments free to base (not cohering 
to the outer), broader than the outer, slightly carinate, the keel yellowish. 
Filaments flattened, the 3 inner narrower and lengthening in advance of 
the 3 outer, lemon yellow. Anthers the 3 inner and 3 outer in turn 
exserted 3—4 mm. Stigma at length exserted up to 7 mm. Ovary 
green, 4 mm. long, 2 mm. diam. 


